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ARTICLE APPEARED 
ON PAGS_ &=Uki 


BALTIMORE SUN 
17 February 1982 


Superficial , Shallow Press 


Editor: Several New York 
Times syndicated articles on the 
Salvadoran rebels appearing in 
me Sun prompt this writer to 
protest that they represent shal- 
low, superficial reporting. They 
are probably as misleading as^he 
Times coverage of the Cuban 
revolution, by their “Man in 
Havana," Herbert Matthews. 

Most Americans, including 

m?il y ^ ledia r^P 10 . know 
little about Latin America and 

5* r * e r less ' 11 was Partially 

for that reason and because we 
usually root for the underdog that 
so many of us misread Castro’s 
mtent. And Cuba is just 90 miles 
from our shore. El Salvador is 
much more remote. 

We should recall that the 
Times reports on Castro by Mr. 
Matthews, who was with him in 

iifnc erra - - Maestra mountains, 
led U.S. opinion to favor Fidel. At 

R 6 ... 1 / 116 ’ U.S mtelligenee 
_ports showed mhprmipc 

i l m op vim a.- a. _ .i . . ■ — 


grnes pr^ented^thT^ni^ 

tionai libera tigTand^emocrarv 
Some liberation! SoiSTdiS^- 

Kow?l!.« T,r ?f s Sh0uld have 

e^T^tter. Matthews bad cov- 
f. re< ? Spanish Civil War from 
the leftist Republican side, where 

Sr ™ d t f nri 5 °PP°rtunity to ob- 
serve the i-.chinations of the 
CommucL . 

Present coverage of Latin 
America by U.S. correspondents 
very often favors leftist causes 
while ignoring that Communist 


while ignoring that Communist 
totalitarian governments invari- 

nJl V1 nJ? t , e pone’s human 
rights. While this is not to say 

1 j- American authoritari- 
an dictatorships are respectful of 
such rights, they are generally 
more susceptible to being influ- 
enced to govern in a more benign 
manner by world opinion 
' Having spent the better part of 
a decade m Latin America, work- 
“2 for the U.S. State Department 
and dealing directly with the pub- 
lic and the news media, this 
^writer f eels mo re secure in a c- 
tgf Hing U.S. intelligenc e ~es?T. 
mates of tne Salvadoran situ ation 
map me evaluations oFTTK^RT 
Uj. reporters, w ho are ofteTT^T 
ive and la ck experience in thaT 
pan oi the woriar grd 1 am ino' 
as concerned over violations of 
human rights as is the liberal 
news media— but better aware of 
the realities of politics in coun- 
tries where democracy is poorlv 
understood by the masses * 
Hopefully, representative, 
democratic governments will 
evolve in all of Latin America, 
but it will never happen under 
communism. Cuba is a typical ex- 
ample. 

Let s not be snookered into 
supporting the wrong side in El 
Salvador, as we were in the cases 
of Cuba and Nicaragua. We de- 
serve in-depth, balanced report- 
ing from the news media. 

Gil Crandall. 

Annapolis. 
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